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1 he Statement of Reasons for Allowance includes some statements that may be viewed as 
an fevers mplification of the examination issues, and if taken out of context, could give rise to an 
im itfope interpretation of the claims as well as the file history. For these reasons, Applicant 
presides the following comments, 

F irst, Applicant asserts that there are multiple grounds supporting allowance of the 
prci;entl3 pending claims, including grounds in addition to those stated in the Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance, Accordingly, it should not be assumed that Applicant agrees with the 
accuracy of the characterizations of the cited references and the claim elements in the Statement 
of &easo is for Allowance . 

S scond, in accordance with 35 U<S,C. Section 282: "Each claim of a patent (whether in 
indjbpenc ent, dependent, or multiple dependent form) shall be presumed valid independently of 
valid ty of other claims; dependent or multiple dependent claims shall be presumed valid 



]i thoi igh dependent upon an invalid claim." Thus, any dependent claims that: are not 
adclressei i by the Statement of Reasons for Allowance should not rise or fall, when construed in 
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tetos oi validity, with their respective independent claims, but instead should be construed 
injjepen iently of their respective independent claims, 

liird, the scope and validity of each claim (whether in independent, dependent, or 
multiple dependent form) should be determined based upon the entire combination of 
ekjment i/features/steps in each claim, as opposed to only the particular feature or features 
pojnted put by the Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 



7709510933 



THOMAS, KAYDEN 



PAGE 04 



Respectfully submitted, 
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